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Statement to the International Migration Review Forum  

Introduction 
 
HOST International is an International NGO working with host communities throughout Asia Pacific to 
facilitate inclusion of migrants including refugees and asylum seekers. We make life better for all 
through services that facilitate humanity, hope and dignity throughout the migration and integration 
process. 
 
As a relatively new organisation, we pride ourselves on our innovative approach to implementing 
localized solutions to displacement and empowering host communities to create social and economic 
inclusion. 
 
Migration is not a crisis and nor is it limited to labour migration. People move for many reasons, 
sometimes with choice and sometimes  without. The Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular 
Migration aims to recognize this fact and to promote a collaborative approach to ensuring that migrant 
rights are protected at all stages of the journey. This must include refugees, asylum seekers and 
trafficked people who continue to face persistent exclusion due to the lack of documentation or 
approved migration pathway. These migrants are most vulnerable due to the nature of forced 
migration. 
 
Access to Services 
 
We acknowledge that many States have made efforts to provide social and legal protections for some 
migrants regardless of status. However in our experience, many refugees and asylum seekers in 
particular, continue to be excluded from basic services and essential healthcare. They continue to be 
arbitrarily arrested and detained without clear legal frameworks to protect their rights and mental 
health.  
 
In South East Asia, undocumented migrants are considered illegal and are denied access to work and 
banking services. This represents a lost opportunity for host countries to utilise migrant skills and labour 
and to enable economic investment within the local communities. The absence of banking also inhibits 
remittances and economic participation. 
 
The pandemic has highlighted deficiencies in the provision of basic healthcare for refugees and asylum 
seekers in the Asia Pacific including Australia. Whilst most refugees have eventually been able to access 
vaccination and testing within this region, there was initial resistance. In the case of Malaysia,  there 
were reports of some refugees being arrested when presenting for COVID testing or other health 
services. 
 
We call on all States to ensure that social and legal protections and provision of basic services including 
healthcare and education, is made available for ALL migrants regardless of status. 
 



 

Complementarity 
 
In reality, migrants will find themselves in situations where neither the GCR or the GCM alone will be 
able to address their needs. A single person can, and usually does, fit into many categories at the same 
time, and sometimes may fall into no category.  State systems need be flexible enough to cope with this 
reality or they will not work.  
 
We note that in relation to their implementation there does not seem to be a coherent relationship of 
accountability or collaboration between both Compacts. Fundamentally, it is important that both 
Compacts coherently and consistently uphold human rights for all and that no person is excluded from 
additional protections and opportunities on account of their migration status or lack thereof.  
 
We recommend that a mechanism be established to enable the structured and periodic sharing of 
information across the GCR and GCM processes in order to ensure transparency and accountability for 
their complementarity during ongoing implementation. We believe that without this, the success of 
neither Compact is assured and their combined potential is diminished. Without this we believe that the 
needs of all migrants will remain unmet. 
 
Meaningful Participation 
 
Migrants often have limited rights and voice as a result of their migration status and this is especially 
true of undocumented migrants which include refugees and trafficked persons.  
 
Migrant participation in the GCM and its review processes has been minimal to date and has been 
reliant on civil society and migrant led organisations that are often low resourced and have limited 
capacity to engage with international forums. The voices of migrant youth and children, gender diverse 
and people with disabilities have been further absent from the IMRF. 
 
We recommend that specific investment be made to ensure that diverse migrant voices, including 
migrant led initiatives and organizations, are facilitated to be included in local, national and global policy 
forums. This should include specific information and financial resources and moving beyond the narrow 
conceptualisation of migration as driven by labour movements. 
 
It is important that States and UN institutions work closely with civil society to achieve this vision and to 
ensure safe participation. 
 
Whole of Society Approach  
 
States have recognized and endorsed a ’whole-of-society approach’ as being required to address 
migration in all its dimensions. HOST considers this to be essential to the success of the GCM and must 
recognize that cooperation between ALL stakeholders is critical. We must stop conceptualising migration 
as a problem and as an issue for migrants alone. Successful migration requires social and economic 
inclusion which must be facilitated by host communities. Inclusion requires all parts of a community, 
newcomer and established, to work together. This requires strategic financial investment in community 
development and cohesion that empowers communities to influence Government policy at all levels and 
to build bridges between groups that reduce conflict and racism. 



 

 
HOST encourages States to reframe from negative public narratives about migration towards a narrative 
focused on social cohesion and community led integration. 
 
Community Based Status Resolution 
 
In the Asia Pacific region, immigration detention is still used as a primary management strategy for those 
with undetermined status. There is plenty of evidence of the harms of detention in all forms and many 
examples of community based monitoring programs that address immigration compliance requirements 
and status determination and do not deteriorate mental health. Detention is not a sustainable or 
effective deterrent for irregular migration and should cease, especially with regards to children, youth, 
women and other vulnerable migrants. 
 
HOST recommends that States partner with civil society to implement alternatives to detention that 
eliminate detention altogether. 
 
Simplified Migration Pathways 
 
Forced and other undocumented migrants experience significant discrimination as a result of their lack 
of migration status. However, our work with refugees in transit confirms that whilst preferring legal 
migration pathways, most find it extremely difficult to navigate or access these pathways and in many 
cases no options exist. Reliable and low cost legal advice is unavailable and migration systems are 
complex.  
 
Furthermore, many refugees are skilled and able to fill labour shortages or are ready be trained to do so. 
Access to labour migration pathways is needed for these migrants along with engaging the private 
sector to find solutions. 
 
We recommend that visa systems be simplified and that irregular migrants are provided with access to 
low cost legal advice to assist them to navigate appropriate regularisation options or temporary status in 
host countries. 
 
Conclusion 
 
In line with Objective 13 of the Global Compact for safe, orderly and regular Migration, our pledge 
underscores our commitment to  work with our civil society partners, with States and International 
organisations to find sustainable approaches to migration and alternatives to detention. 
 
We therefore invite collaboration with States and other stakeholders to find innovative solutions to 
migration challenges and to promote the positive contributions that migration makes to our 
communities. 
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Managing Director 
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